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WE’VE   MOVED!
to the new Fred C. and Helen Donn Flipse Building

On behalf of all of us who work in the Undergraduate program, I am pleased to extend to all a hearty welcome to a new
academic year!  After a frenzied summer that included our move to the new Flipse Building, we are geared up and ready to greet
and assist both new and returning students.

We hope that this and subsequent editions of Psychology News will help you to stay in touch with what’s going on
around the Department during the coming year.  We know that any newsletter is a poor substitute for face-to-face hellos, so we
look forward to having you stop by so that we can get to know each other better.  Our offices are located on the fifth floor of Flipse.
We have a wonderful staff of fourteen highly trained Peer Advisors to help Advisor José Rodríguez and me assist you in making
the most of your undergraduate education.

Psychology’s innovative and comprehensive undergraduate program has made it one of the most popular majors on
campus.  We have grown by leaps and bounds during the past five years and we are happy to announce that some of UM’s finest
students are a part of our community of scholars.  Whether you are a new or returning student, you will want to get connected, not
only with the UASP staff, but with fellow students and professors.  Our programs are all designed to help you become an active
member of the Department.  Come by and check out our brochures for more information.  Other information, including this
newsletter can be found on our web pages. www.psy.miami.edu.  Remember, Psychology News is for everyone in the Department.
If you have something you would like to announce, celebrate, or suggest, please let us know.  Call  x1756 or email vnoriega@miami.edu.

And last, many thanks to Drs. Wellens, McCabe, Williams and Jossie Dauval who all conspired to give me the MUSE!

A Message from the Director of Undergraduate Studies
         Dr. Victoria Noriega

    Since its founding in 1926, when George Merrick first envisioned
a university in Coral Gables with ‘mental health rooms,’ the University of
Miami has sought to provide a home for the Department of Psychology.
And so it is with great pleasure that we announce the official opening of
our new facility.  A dedication ceremony  will be held in mid-October.
President Shalala, Provost Glaser, Dean Wyche, and a host of other
dignitaries, donors, students, faculty, and staff will be on hand to personally
thank Mrs. Helen Flipse for the generous donation.  The new building will
provide us with space for our 42 faculty members, 90 graduate students,
and 700 majors to conduct research and teach or attend classes.  It will also
provide space for our Psychological Services Center and the Center for
Autism and Related Disabilities.  For the first time, we will all have offices
in one location, thus facilitating collaboration.  The new space will also allow
us to host events like the Undergraduate Conference for Research in
Psychology, the PRIME poster sessions, the Community Lecture Series, and
a variety of other programs in the comfortable and convenient space.

In addition to the celebrations we have planned, the semester ahead
promises to hold many challenges.  Among those will be adding the final touches to the building’s interior and exterior, and our
offices, getting acclimated to our new neighborhood, and helping everyone feel comfortable in the new space.  We have a wonderful
student lobby adjacent to the UASP office on the fifth floor of Flipse (pronounced flip-see).  You will want to make use of this
space while waiting for classes or appointments with faculty.  We think you will like the fact that the new building is just a short

walk from the Wellness Center, the Art Department’s Sculpture and Ceramic Studio, the athletic
fields, and not far from Stanford and Hecht Residential Colleges.  We hope that you will be
patient as we work to finalize our space. Also overdue was the awarding of the MUSE Award for Contributions to the
Undergraduate Program to Dr. Noriega.  Having garnered funding for the award, Dr. Noriega
has always believed that the award should go to a research faculty member to recognize and
reward dedication to undergraduates.   We were happy this year to be able to surprise her
and present the much deserved award to her.  Among her contributions to the program are
the creation and implementation of FACT FORUM, the Community Lecture Series, Psychology
in Film, The UCON and Just Desserts.  She is also the coordinator for PRIME.



 Undergraduate Academic Services for Psychology Undergraduate Academic Services for Psychology Undergraduate Academic Services for Psychology Undergraduate Academic Services for Psychology Undergraduate Academic Services for Psychology
The UASP staff is here to help you with schedule changes and curriculum planning.  We can give you information

on how to get involved with research, find a mentor, and do an Honors Thesis.  Come see us in our new office in Flipse 514.

Dr. Victoria NoriegaDr. Victoria NoriegaDr. Victoria NoriegaDr. Victoria NoriegaDr. Victoria Noriega is Director
of Undergraduate Studies in
Psychology.  A   California native, she
came to the University in 1979 as an
undergraduate transfer student
majoring  in Psychology.  As a single
mom with two small boys, she
graduated with a B.A . in 1984.  She
was Educational Programs
Coordinator for Physician Education
in a biomedical firm for several years

before returning to school to earn her MS and Ph.D. degrees.
Dr. Noriega was in the Adult Clinical  program  here at UM, did
her dissertation on breast cancer, her internship in a community
mental health center, and her residency in a forensic setting.
She has taught seven different courses in the Department.  She
was the first faculty member on campus to participate in the
nation’s first “Enrollment  Management Program” conceived
and administered by Vice President, Paul Orehovec and
Registrar, Scott Ingold.

José Rodríguez, B.S.C.José Rodríguez, B.S.C.José Rodríguez, B.S.C.José Rodríguez, B.S.C.José Rodríguez, B.S.C.   is  the
Undergraduate Psuchology Advisor.
Originally from Torrance, California,
José has lived in Miami for over ten
years. He is an alumnus of the
University and the Department.  As
an undergraduate student, José double
majored in Communication Theory
and Psychology.  José is a former
PRIME student who worked under the
direction of Dr. Ron Durán.  This past

summer, he was for the second time, the graduate student
mentor for the PRIME program.  José is currently finishing
his master’s degree in Higher Education/Enrollment
Management in the School of Education.  He expects to
graduate in December.  He is interested in studying college
adjustment and is currently planning to work on a research
project with Drs. Noriega and Duran .  José plans to continue
his graduate education in the future; he is currently
investigating Ph.D. programs.

Last Day to Drop without a “W” is Friday,  September 12thLast Day to Drop without a “W” is Friday,  September 12thLast Day to Drop without a “W” is Friday,  September 12thLast Day to Drop without a “W” is Friday,  September 12thLast Day to Drop without a “W” is Friday,  September 12th
If you drop a course before this date, it will never appear on your academic record.   After this date, dropping a class will
result in a ‘W” on your permanent record.  Planning can avoid an unnecessary “W” on your record.
Apply for GraduationApply for GraduationApply for GraduationApply for GraduationApply for Graduation
 If you are a senior and plan to graduate in December or May, be sure to make an appointment to see Senior Advisor,
Marian Dahman.  Call (305) 284-4333 for an appointment.  Don’t wait until the last minute and risk the possibility of
a delayed graduation!

For the fifth consecutive year, the Department of Psychology  will offer its unique, year-long orientation, advising, and
mentorship program named FACT FORUM, (Freshman Advising Contact Term and Faculty Overview of Research and Undergraduate
Mentorship.)  All freshmen who have declared a Psychology or Neuroscience major will participate in the program.  During the
Fall semester, FACT sessions help first-year students to acclimate to the University, understand policies and procedures, and
explore opportunities that will help them make the most of their college experience.  The small group setting helps students get
to know other students and develop an advising alliance with the Department’s advisory staff.  The program is designed to
empower students to do thoughtful curriculum planning and to design a curriculum for themselves that will best suit their own
needs.  This year, the program will again be conducted under the auspices of Dr. Peri Lee Roberts and offered as FEX 101.  Dr.
Noriega will conduct eight sections of FACT for declared Psychology and Neuroscience freshmen.  Advisor José Rodríguez and
the Psychology Peer Advisors will be assisting Dr. Noriega with all of the sections.
             Although many schools offer a Freshman experience, FACT FORUM appears to be unique, not only in the content of the
first semester program, but in the addition of a second semester program called FORUM which  takes place during the Spring
semester.  Students meet in small groups with faculty mentors to discuss research in psychology or neuroscience, in general,
and specific opportunities for undergraduates to become involved with research with UM faculty.   Last year, the Psychology
Department received national recognition when FACT FORUM won an Outstanding Program Award from the National Aca-
demic Advising Association (NACADA).  We are looking forward to another successful year.

Mark your calendar
Find yourself!

New in Psychology News!

FACT FORUMFACT FORUMFACT FORUMFACT FORUMFACT FORUM

If you see this clip art in
Psychology News, you will
want to mark your calendar so
that you don’t miss out on
important events!

1.  Read Psychology News
2.  See if  your name is mentioned
3.  Bring the newsletter to UASP
      and receive a free gift!



 Introducing Peer Advisors for 2003-2004

Stephanie WassermanStephanie WassermanStephanie WassermanStephanie WassermanStephanie Wasserman is a senior working
towards a B.A. in Psychology with a minor in
English.  In addition to Peer Advising, she is
also a research assistant in Dr. Amy Weisman’s
lab , as well as being the current president of
Psi Chi. Upon graduation, Stephanie hopes to
pursue a doctoral degree in clinical psychology.
This is Stephanie’s second year as a Peer
Advisor.  rubia888@hotmail.com

Megha KarkeraMegha KarkeraMegha KarkeraMegha KarkeraMegha Karkera is a senior working toward
a B.S. in Psychobiology with a minor in
Chemistry. This summer, Megha worked in a
lab with Dr. Ed Green researching brain
damage and recovery.  She plans to attend
medical school in the future and is interested
in Pediatrics. This is Megha’s second year as
a Peer Advisor. m.karkera@umiami.edu

Kristen KlufasKristen KlufasKristen KlufasKristen KlufasKristen Klufas is a senior working toward a
B.S. in Psychology with a minor in Biology.
After graduation, Kristen plans to apply to
dental schools in New York  state.  In her spare
time, she is involved with Big Brothers, Big
Sisters of Greater Miami where she mentors
to middle school kids.  This is Kristen’s second
year as a Peer Advisor.    kristenklufas@yahoo.com

Amy OutzAmy OutzAmy OutzAmy OutzAmy Outz is a junior working toward a B.S.
in Psychology with minors in Math and
Criminology.  She plans to apply to doctoral
programs in Clinical Psychology.  She is the
current vice-president of Psi Chi.  Amy was
our first freshman Peer Advisor, and is joining
us for a third year.   A.Outz@umiami.edu

Kellen HorneyKellen HorneyKellen HorneyKellen HorneyKellen Horney is a sophomore working
towards a B.A. in Psychology.  He is interested
in the counseling and therapy fields and is
looking into possible careers in these areas.
He hopes to apply to graduate school to study
mental health counseling.  This is Kellen’s first
year as a Peer Advisor.  horney312@yahoo.com

Sheila NadimintSheila NadimintSheila NadimintSheila NadimintSheila Nadimintiiiii is a sophomore working
toward a B.S. in Neuroscience (Psychobiology
Track) with a minor in Chemistry.  In the future,
she plans to apply to medical school and study
pediatric oncology.  Sheila plays the violin and
piano and is an active member of several
volunteer organizations.  This is Sheila’s first
year as a Peer Advisor.
s.nadiminti@umiami.edu

Olga MoasOlga MoasOlga MoasOlga MoasOlga Moas     is a sophomore working towards
a B.A. in Psychology with a minor in American
Studies. She plans to attend graduate school
in pursuit of a Ph.D. in Developmental
Psychology.    This summer, Olga was a
participant in PRIME as a JUMPSTART student
under the directoion of Dr. Heather Henderson.
This is Olga’s first year as a Peer Advisor.
Olga0321@hotmail.com

Alyson ClarkAlyson ClarkAlyson ClarkAlyson ClarkAlyson Clark is a junior working towards a
B.A. in Psychology with minors in Chemistry
and Biology. She is interested in the medical
field and plans to pursue a career in
Dermatology. This is Alyson’s first year as a
Peer Advisor.  Gemstar528@yahoo.com

Jason EstevesJason EstevesJason EstevesJason EstevesJason Esteves is a junior working toward a
B.S. in Psychology (Pre-med Track) with
minors in Biology and Chemistry.  Jason has
not decided if he will apply to go to graudate
school or medical school.  This is Jason’s first
year as a Peer Advisor.   j.esteves@umiami.edu

Theresa DulskiTheresa DulskiTheresa DulskiTheresa DulskiTheresa Dulski is a junior who is working
toward a B.S. in Psychobiology with minors in
Chemistry and Spanish.  She plans to apply to
medical school to study to be a Pediatrician.
This is Theresa’s second year as a Peer Advisor.
t.dulski@umiami.edu

Matt WeissMatt WeissMatt WeissMatt WeissMatt Weiss is a senior working toward a B.S.
in Neuroscience (Psychobiology Track) with a
minor in Chemistry. He was recently accepted
into UM’s prestigious Medical Scholars
Program (aka the seven year program). He is
considering a specialization in pediatrics.  This
is Matt’s second year as a Peer Advisor.
shjwb@yahoo.com

Mark CusickMark CusickMark CusickMark CusickMark Cusick is a sophomore working
toward a B. S. in Psychology with a minor in
Mathematics.  Mark hopes to apply to
graduate programs in child psychology to
specialize in adolescence.  Mark is an active
member of UM’s marching band where he
plays the trumpet.  This is Mark’s first year
as a Peer Advisor.  m.cusick@umiami.edu

Joanne NunesJoanne NunesJoanne NunesJoanne NunesJoanne Nunes is a senior working toward a
B.S. in Psychology with a minor in Chemistry.
She hopes to study dentistry and is currently
in the process of applying to various dental
schools.  This is Joanne’s third year as a Peer
Advisor.  J.Nunes1@umiami.edu

Alex OrtizAlex OrtizAlex OrtizAlex OrtizAlex Ortiz is a junior working toward a B.S.
in Neuroscience (Psychobiology Track) with a
minor in Chemistry. He plans to become an ER
trauma surgeon but also wishes to pursue his
other passions, including B-Boying (break
dancing), emceeing, poetry, writing, and music
production.  This is Alex’s second year as a Peer
Advisor.   bboyzhero@yahoo.com



News & Briefs for University of Miami Psi Chi

The Psi Chi Connection
President’s WelcomePresident’s WelcomePresident’s WelcomePresident’s WelcomePresident’s Welcome        Stephanie Wasserman       Stephanie Wasserman       Stephanie Wasserman       Stephanie Wasserman       Stephanie Wasserman

Welcome to all returning Psychology and Neuroscience
students, faculty, and staff! Also, welcome to all new students! This
semester promises to be a very exciting one for our department and
our organization! Some of our planned events include, Admissions and
Strategy Seminar, GRE practice sessions, personal statement
workshops, graduate student panels, guest speakers, and much more.

We are glad to have the continuing support of our advisor, Dr.
Frank Penedo.  Also, we are excited to continue working with Kaplan,
our official sponsor, who will be presenting at many of our events.
Remember that Psi Chi members receive discounts for any of Kaplan’s
test prep courses.  Each semester, Kaplan also offers a  scholarship to
our members, based on participation in our events!  Attending our
meetings will benefit you, as well as the group.

Our new executive board is eager to promote the goal of Psi
Chi, which is “to provide academic recognition to its members…[and]
to nurture the spark of that accomplishment by offering a climate
congenial to its creative development.” We look forward to having
everyone’s support is this endeavor.

We wish you all a very successful Fall semester and hope to
see you at all at our meetings and events this semester.

(listed from the left)
Vice President Amy Outz
Treasurer Theresa Dulski

President Stephanie Wasserman
Public Relations Joanne Nunes

Secretary Jenny Blanco (not pictured)

  Introducing the 2003/4Introducing the 2003/4Introducing the 2003/4Introducing the 2003/4Introducing the 2003/4
Executive BoardExecutive BoardExecutive BoardExecutive BoardExecutive Board

Faculty AdvisorFaculty AdvisorFaculty AdvisorFaculty AdvisorFaculty Advisor
Dr. Frank Penedo dines
with guest speaker
Sharlene Weiss from
Sylvester Cancer Center
at the Annual Psi Chi
Induction Banquet

MEMBERSHIP QUALIFICATIONSMEMBERSHIP QUALIFICATIONSMEMBERSHIP QUALIFICATIONSMEMBERSHIP QUALIFICATIONSMEMBERSHIP QUALIFICATIONS

PSI CHI  is the
National Psychology Honor Society.

Membership requires:
1. Completion of at least 3 semesters

2. Completion of 9 credits of psychology.
3. Psychology major or minor.

4. Top 35% of class rank
(Note:  If cutoff for upper 35% falls below a

3.00 GPA, then a minimum of a 3.00 GPA must
be achieved in both cumulative and Psychology

GPAs.)
Attending events does not require membership!

Please join us!

Note:  Invitations to join Psi Chi are mailed every spring to those
who qualify.   If you think you qualify, but have not received an
invitation, give us a call!

   Volume 5   Num. 1

     Annual April Banquet Honors Psi Chi InducteesAnnual April Banquet Honors Psi Chi InducteesAnnual April Banquet Honors Psi Chi InducteesAnnual April Banquet Honors Psi Chi InducteesAnnual April Banquet Honors Psi Chi Inductees

Meetings will be held onMeetings will be held onMeetings will be held onMeetings will be held onMeetings will be held on
Mondays at 5:30Mondays at 5:30Mondays at 5:30Mondays at 5:30Mondays at 5:30

Friends and familes of inductees share happy occasion.Friends and familes of inductees share happy occasion.Friends and familes of inductees share happy occasion.Friends and familes of inductees share happy occasion.Friends and familes of inductees share happy occasion.

PsiChimiami@hotmail.com

Sept 8 in UC 233
Sept 22 in UC 241
Oct 6 in UC 237
Oct 20 in UC 241
Nov 3 in UC 241
Nov 17 in UC 237



In July, Dr. and Mrs. Wellens, Dr.
Stuetzle,  and Andre Perwin went
to Budapest, Hungary to help UM

doctoral alum
 Dr. Eva Szeli celebrate her

marriage to Mr. Moylan Ryan.

Former University of Miami undergraduates Eugenio Duarte, Blake
Scanlon, Irene Delgado, and Susan Acosta joined the graduate
program!  They will be working with Drs. Jean-Philippe
Laurenceau, Frank Penedo, Peter Mundy, and Daniel Messinger,
respectively.

Ivan DeQuesadaIvan DeQuesadaIvan DeQuesadaIvan DeQuesadaIvan DeQuesada participated in a
study abroad program in Japan during
the Spring.  The photo at the left was
taken in an area of Tokyo called
Asakusa.  During his stay in Japan, Ivan
lived with a host family and took a full
course load in mostly Japanese-related
classes.  “I learned a lot about patience
and cultural relativity...and gained a
greater understanding of the world  in
general.”  reported  Ivan.    “It was an

amazing experience that I will remember forever.”

In August, Chris Locke, Director of Wellness Programs, led the UASP staff through
some Team Building Exercises

Jolina Ruckert Jolina Ruckert Jolina Ruckert Jolina Ruckert Jolina Ruckert spent her entire
sophomore year (2002-03)
studying abroad in Adelaide,
Australia and London, England.
During her semester in Australia,
she was able to fulfill many of the
requirements for her biology
minor, including a fieldwork
course in which she studied the

seashores of  the southeast coast.  During the spring, she
completed some psychology requirements at the University of
Westminster in London,  Between countries, she backpacked
through New Zealand.

Dr. Bing ShenDr. Bing ShenDr. Bing ShenDr. Bing ShenDr. Bing Shen  joined the faculty this
summer.  He earned  his doctoral degree in
clinical psychology from UCLA and went
on to do postdoctoral training in behavioral
medicine at Brown University.  His
research focuses mainly on psychosocial
issues and health, specifically in metabolic
syndrome.  He is also interested in ethnic
issues related to health and mental health

and is preparing to collaborate with researchers across the
country on an national psychiatric epidemiological study of
Hispanic/Latino and Asian Americans.  Dr. Shen will b e
teaching statistics in the Spring.  He  will be looking for
undergraduates to work in his laboratory later this year.

Expanding Horizons with Study Abroad

    Working Together

This summer two students from MDCC participated in PRIME
through the program called PUENTE (Psychology Undergraduate
Experience for New Transfer Enhancement).  Ailady Organvidez
and Martha Pomar attended the weekly PRIME sessions, helped
out in several research labs, and shadowed other PRIME
students.  They also had a chance to meet with the Transfer
Advisor for the College of Arts and Sciences to get a heads-up
on transfer requirements.  We look forward to having them here
at UM.

       Celebrating

Graduate Students     Faculty

PUENTE

Joining the Department of Psychology

Outstanding Psychobiology major
for 2002, Hanan Hamed, married

Mr. Zakee Fur’quan and
got two beautiful twin boys, Zafir

and Zahir, in the deal!

Summer 2003 was about...

While traveling in Cappadoccia, Turkey
this summer, Mr. David King asked Dr.

Noriega to be his wife.
(She said yes!)



Current Research Projects in Psychology
Adult Division

 Dr. Charles Carver Dr. Charles Carver Dr. Charles Carver Dr. Charles Carver Dr. Charles Carver Long-term Cancer Survivors Quality of Life
Breast Cancer Coping & Recovery Project

 Dr. Adele HayesDr. Adele HayesDr. Adele HayesDr. Adele HayesDr. Adele Hayes Depression Treatment and Research Program
 Dr. Sheri Johnson Dr. Sheri Johnson Dr. Sheri Johnson Dr. Sheri Johnson Dr. Sheri Johnson Bipolar Disorder Studies

Emotional Support
Positive affect and mania

 Dr. Jean-Philippe Laurenceau Dr. Jean-Philippe Laurenceau Dr. Jean-Philippe Laurenceau Dr. Jean-Philippe Laurenceau Dr. Jean-Philippe Laurenceau Validating Measures of Relationship Functioning with Spanish-speaking Couples

Child Division
Dr. Lynn KatzDr. Lynn KatzDr. Lynn KatzDr. Lynn KatzDr. Lynn Katz Linda Ray Intervention Project

Case Study Analyses for the Linda Ray Intervention Center
Analyses of Environmental Risk Factors for Children Prenatally Exposed to Cocaine

     Dr. Marie Cheour   Dr. Marie Cheour   Dr. Marie Cheour   Dr. Marie Cheour   Dr. Marie Cheour Bilingual Phonemic Processing and Brain Development
     Dr. Christine Delgado Dr. Christine Delgado Dr. Christine Delgado Dr. Christine Delgado Dr. Christine Delgado CHRIS Project:  Preschoolers with Disabilities
    Dr. Alan Delamater    Dr. Alan Delamater    Dr. Alan Delamater    Dr. Alan Delamater    Dr. Alan Delamater Quality of Life in Youth with Type 1 Diabetes

Dr. Daryl GreenfieldDr. Daryl GreenfieldDr. Daryl GreenfieldDr. Daryl GreenfieldDr. Daryl Greenfield Head Start and School Readiness
    Dr. Adele Hayes    Dr. Adele Hayes    Dr. Adele Hayes    Dr. Adele Hayes    Dr. Adele Hayes Depression Risk Factors and Predictors of Well-Being

Dysphoria, Past Depression, and Social Information Processing
Dr. Annette LaGrecaDr. Annette LaGrecaDr. Annette LaGrecaDr. Annette LaGrecaDr. Annette LaGreca “Keeping Children Safe”: A Program to Help Children Cope with Community Violence

Disclosure of School-age Children Infected with HIV
Dr. Kristen LindahlDr. Kristen LindahlDr. Kristen LindahlDr. Kristen LindahlDr. Kristen Lindahl Family Communication Study

Center for Treatment Research on Adolescent Drug Abuse
Dr. Daniel MessingerDr. Daniel MessingerDr. Daniel MessingerDr. Daniel MessingerDr. Daniel Messinger The Social Play Interaction of Prenatally Cocaine Exposed Children and Their Caregivers

Maternal Lifestyle Study
Emotional Judgments

Dr. Peter MundyDr. Peter MundyDr. Peter MundyDr. Peter MundyDr. Peter Mundy Early Social & Communication Development Project
Social Development in Asperger’s Syndrome
Early Intervention with Chilfren with Autism
EEG Studies of Infants and Children

Dr. Keith ScottDr. Keith ScottDr. Keith ScottDr. Keith ScottDr. Keith Scott Miami Families Project

 Health Division
 Dr. Mike Antoni Dr. Mike Antoni Dr. Mike Antoni Dr. Mike Antoni Dr. Mike Antoni Center for Psycho-Oncology Research “C-Smart”

Found Meaning in Individuals with Cancer
 Dr. Ron DuránDr. Ron DuránDr. Ron DuránDr. Ron DuránDr. Ron Durán CBSM Intervention in Gay Men and Women with HIV/AIDS

Latino Stress Management, Adherence & Relaxation Training
 Dr. Marc Gellman Dr. Marc Gellman Dr. Marc Gellman Dr. Marc Gellman Dr. Marc Gellman The GREAT Heart Study
 Dr. Barry Hurwitz Dr. Barry Hurwitz Dr. Barry Hurwitz Dr. Barry Hurwitz Dr. Barry Hurwitz Cardiovascular Risk Factors in Disease Progression

Drug Abuse, HIV, and Coronary Vascular Disease
RBC Mass, ANS Integrity, & Syncope Suceptibility in CFS

 Dr. Gail Ironson Dr. Gail Ironson Dr. Gail Ironson Dr. Gail Ironson Dr. Gail Ironson Psychoimmunology of HIV/AIDS
 Dr. Maria Llabre Dr. Maria Llabre Dr. Maria Llabre Dr. Maria Llabre Dr. Maria Llabre Questionnaire Scoring in Health Research
 Dr. Frank Penedo Dr. Frank Penedo Dr. Frank Penedo Dr. Frank Penedo Dr. Frank Penedo Cognitive Behavioral Stress Management (CBSM)

CBSM in Men with Prostate Cancer
CBSM in HIV Positive Drug Users
CBSM for Hispanic Men with Prostate Cancer

Biopsychological Correlates of Adjustment, Health Behaviors,
 Dr. Patrice Saab Dr. Patrice Saab Dr. Patrice Saab Dr. Patrice Saab Dr. Patrice Saab Project ACE (Adolescent Cardiovascular Evaluation) Blood Bressure Study
 Dr. Ray Winters Dr. Ray Winters Dr. Ray Winters Dr. Ray Winters Dr. Ray Winters Relation Between Sleep Deprivation and Mood

Sponsored jointly by the University of Miami, Florida International University, and Miami-Dade Community College,
UCON gives all undergraduate students who participated in the PRIME program the opportunity to present their research in a
formal, yet collegial setting.  The conference also serves as a means for students who have not been involved in research to
become familiar with current projects in the Department of Psychology.

Students who present at the UCON can make oral and/or poster presentations.  Oral presentations typically run 10-
15 minutes and are supplemented with audio/visual technology, usually in the form of a powerpoint presentation.    During the
hour long poster session, students who display a poster, stand by to answers of the circulating audience.  Student poster
presenters pass out handouts describing their research.

One unique feature of the UCON is  the round table discussion that follow a series of three oral presentations.  Each
student presenter, accompanied by his or her mentor, presides over a round table.  This arrangement gives students, faculty,
and guests a chance to  sit with the researchers and ask questions about the research, and gather information about working
with that student or his or her mentor in the future.  Most students are making their first oral presentation;  the round table format
allows them to interact with the audience but avoids the ‘think-on-your-feet-in-front-of-a-crowd’ that so many inexperienced
speakers fear.

You will be able to see research completed in all aspects of the PRIME program, as well as reserach completed by one
of the Lois Pope Neuroscience Scholars.  We will have an exact date for the UCON later in the semester.  Look for more
information on the 4th Annual Undergraduate Conference for Research in Psychology in the October edition of Psychology
News.

4th Undergraduate Conference for Research in Psychology



PRIME 2003PRIME 2003PRIME 2003PRIME 2003PRIME 2003
This summer, PRIME was in full swing once again...this time with nineteen undergraduate students participating in

the program.  The PRIME program is part of an effort by the American Psychological Association (APA) and the National
Institute of General Medical Sciences (NIGMS) to increase minority representation in areas of biopsychological research and
career pipeline.  While some students received funding from the APA/NIGMS grant, other students received funding through
the generosity of the Provost and the Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences.  This supplemental funding allowed non-
minority students and students with research interests outside the biopsychological scope to participate in the PRIME
program.

Participants in the PRIME summer program had the opportunity to work closely with a faculty mentor and other
members of the faculty’s research laboratory for ten weeks on an individual research project.  Students were expected to
work a minimum of 20 hours per week on their research and to attend weekly meetings with graduate student coordinator,
José Rodríguez and post-baccalaureate assistants, Marilyn Sampilo and Blake Scanlon (all PRIME alums).  While the weekly
meetings covered various topics including graduate school and different career paths in psychology, the meetings also
served as a forum for students to share their own thoughts and ideas.  We were also fortunate to have a representative from
The Princeton Review come in to talk about the GRE and a representative from the library to demonstrate how to navigate
several useful databases.

As the summer drew to a close, students began finalizing their posters and on July 31st, they presented their research to
faculty, friends, and family.  All 19 students successfully completed the program and we are extremely proud of all their hard work
and effort.

Frank BandieraFrank BandieraFrank BandieraFrank BandieraFrank Bandiera         Dr. Ron Duran        Dr. Ron Duran        Dr. Ron Duran        Dr. Ron Duran        Dr. Ron Duran
Relationships among Ethnicity, Openness, and

Sexual Identity in HIV-Positive Men
Melissa BentMelissa BentMelissa BentMelissa BentMelissa Bent  Dr. C. K. Thomas Dr. C. K. Thomas Dr. C. K. Thomas Dr. C. K. Thomas Dr. C. K. Thomas

 Effects of Neurotrophic Factors and Embryonic Cell Transplantation
into Adult Rat Peripheral Nerve on Muscle Reinnervation

Ivette CruzIvette CruzIvette CruzIvette CruzIvette Cruz         Dr. Marie Cheour        Dr. Marie Cheour        Dr. Marie Cheour        Dr. Marie Cheour        Dr. Marie Cheour
 Infant Sleep and Learning

Theresa DulskiTheresa DulskiTheresa DulskiTheresa DulskiTheresa Dulski         Dr. Patrice Saab        Dr. Patrice Saab        Dr. Patrice Saab        Dr. Patrice Saab        Dr. Patrice Saab
            Physical Activity and Aerobic Fitness in an Ethnically Diverse

High-school Aged Sample
Melanie ErvinMelanie ErvinMelanie ErvinMelanie ErvinMelanie Ervin     Dr. Marie Cheour    Dr. Marie Cheour    Dr. Marie Cheour    Dr. Marie Cheour    Dr. Marie Cheour

Mismatch Negativity Generators in Infants
Jennifer EscobarJennifer EscobarJennifer EscobarJennifer EscobarJennifer Escobar           Dr. Daniel Messinger          Dr. Daniel Messinger          Dr. Daniel Messinger          Dr. Daniel Messinger          Dr. Daniel Messinger

 Using Automated Measurements of Mouth Opening and Smile Strength
to Predict Perceptions of Positive Emotion in Infant Smiles

Anna FruscianteAnna FruscianteAnna FruscianteAnna FruscianteAnna Frusciante           Dr. Daniel Messinger          Dr. Daniel Messinger          Dr. Daniel Messinger          Dr. Daniel Messinger          Dr. Daniel Messinger
Anticipatory Smiles: Predicting Infant Temperament

and Language/Cognitive Outcomes
Susy GomezSusy GomezSusy GomezSusy GomezSusy Gomez      Dr. JP Laurenceau     Dr. JP Laurenceau     Dr. JP Laurenceau     Dr. JP Laurenceau     Dr. JP Laurenceau

The Pursuit of Intimacy Goals in Couples’ Daily Interactions
Natalie HollifieldNatalie HollifieldNatalie HollifieldNatalie HollifieldNatalie Hollifield     Dr. Marie Cheour    Dr. Marie Cheour    Dr. Marie Cheour    Dr. Marie Cheour    Dr. Marie Cheour

Identifying Learning Disorders in Children with Cleft Palate
using Mismatch Negativity (MMN)

Alina KleinAlina KleinAlina KleinAlina KleinAlina Klein    Dr. Marie Cheour   Dr. Marie Cheour   Dr. Marie Cheour   Dr. Marie Cheour   Dr. Marie Cheour
 Long-term Habituation of Mismatch Negativity in Infants

Stephanie HalpinStephanie HalpinStephanie HalpinStephanie HalpinStephanie Halpin         Dr. Michael Antoni        Dr. Michael Antoni        Dr. Michael Antoni        Dr. Michael Antoni        Dr. Michael Antoni
Effects of Stress, Anxiety and Anger on Serum Cortisol Levels

in Women Recently Diagnosed with Breast Cancer
Jamie JiroutJamie JiroutJamie JiroutJamie JiroutJamie Jirout         Dr. Daryl Greenfield        Dr. Daryl Greenfield        Dr. Daryl Greenfield        Dr. Daryl Greenfield        Dr. Daryl Greenfield

School Readiness Domains: the Relationship Between
Approaches to Learning and Language Development

Vanessa LehnerVanessa LehnerVanessa LehnerVanessa LehnerVanessa Lehner      Dr. Frank Penedo     Dr. Frank Penedo     Dr. Frank Penedo     Dr. Frank Penedo     Dr. Frank Penedo
               Perceived Stress Management Skill Mediates the Relationship between

         Negative Mood and Sleep Quality after Prostate Cancer Treatment
Emily LangeEmily LangeEmily LangeEmily LangeEmily Lange           Dr. Annette La Greca          Dr. Annette La Greca          Dr. Annette La Greca          Dr. Annette La Greca          Dr. Annette La Greca

             Adolescent Peer Experiences: Gender and Year in School
As Indicators of Victimization

Erika LeonErika LeonErika LeonErika LeonErika Leon         Dr. JP Laurenceau        Dr. JP Laurenceau        Dr. JP Laurenceau        Dr. JP Laurenceau        Dr. JP Laurenceau
The Influence of Acculturation on Relationships and
Sexual Satisfaction in Romantic Couples

Michelle MederosMichelle MederosMichelle MederosMichelle MederosMichelle Mederos Dr. Angelika ClaussenDr. Angelika ClaussenDr. Angelika ClaussenDr. Angelika ClaussenDr. Angelika Claussen
 Parenting, Stress and Risk in Substance-Abusing Parents

Olga MoasOlga MoasOlga MoasOlga MoasOlga Moas Dr. Heather HendersonDr. Heather HendersonDr. Heather HendersonDr. Heather HendersonDr. Heather Henderson
 The Impact of Social Fearfulness on Social Problems

Solving Strategies in Toddlers
Monica SotolongoMonica SotolongoMonica SotolongoMonica SotolongoMonica Sotolongo         Dr. Frank Penedo        Dr. Frank Penedo        Dr. Frank Penedo        Dr. Frank Penedo        Dr. Frank Penedo

                                                            Sexual Satisfaction after Treatment for Localized
        Prostate Cancer: Erectile Function and Social Support

Alexandra ZigannAlexandra ZigannAlexandra ZigannAlexandra ZigannAlexandra Zigann Dr. Heather HendersonDr. Heather HendersonDr. Heather HendersonDr. Heather HendersonDr. Heather Henderson
  The Relations between Temperament and Compliance Styles in Toddlers



Department of Psychology
Undergraduate Academic Services for Psychology
P.O. Box 248185
Coral Gables, FL 33124-2070

Thanks to . . .
Ron Durán, Ph.D.
David King, M.S.
Phil McCabe, Ph.D.
José F. Rodríguez, B.S.C.
Blake Scanlon, B.S.
Rod Wellens, Ph.D.
Richard Williams, Ph.D.
The Psychology Peer Advisors

Editor
Victoria Noriega, Ph.D.

 

In this issue . . .
We’ve moved!
A message from the Chair
A message from Undergraduate Studies
UASP
New in Psychology News
Important dates
FACT FORUM
Introducing Peer Advisors for 2003-2004
PRIME 2003
Undergraduate Conference for Research in Psychology
Research opportunities
Summer 2003
The Psi Chi Connection
Insert: Neuro Notes  Vol. 1 Num 1

Psychology News
165001


